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Riviera 5600 Sport Yacht Platinum Edition

As owners ask more 

of their yachts, from 

speed to volume and 

versatility, builders 

are rising to the 

challenge. Jeni Bone 

discovers the Riviera 

5600 Sport Yacht 

Platinum Edition is 

a perfect example 

of the breed.   G’DAY
             SPORT



The sub-60-foot segment can 
be a challenging market to 
crack, with high demand 
from a broad range of owners 
wanting a wide array of 
features. Indeed, owners are 

asking more of their yachts than ever before – 
not just speed, but genuine versatility, volume 
without bulk, and onboard tech that gives 
them the confidence to use their boats often 
rather than save them for special occasions. 

The challenge for builders, therefore, is 
no longer about adding features, but about 
making everything work seamlessly together. 
Riviera’s new 5600 Sport Yacht Platinum 
Edition lands squarely in that space. Conceived 
as an all-rounder, it has quickly struck a chord 

with owners who are drawn to its blend of 
performance, liveability and thoughtful design. 

Taking the helm of hull #1, I was keen to see 
how that promise translates on the water. 

“Sport yachts are made to go fast,” urged 
Riviera’s marketing maestro Stephen Milne 
as we pushed out through a choppy Gold 
Coast Seaway. Thus, under the watchful eye of 
skipper Dean Brickell, Riviera’s Final Quality 
Control and Sea Trials Manager, I eased the 

The 5600 SY delivers 
a blend of exhilaration and 
ease. More than the speed, 

though, is the handling.  
For an experienced owner–

operator, the thrill of 
responsiveness and ease of 
manoeuvrability for docking 

will be the icing on 
the cake.

shaded by the 
extended hardtop.

Above right: At the 
helm, everything 
falls to hand, while 
communication 
with the deck is 
enhanced thanks  
to opening windows. 

Top: The generous 
cockpit with its 
fridge, grill, amenities 
and connection to 
the aft galley has 
already proven a 
favourite social hub 
for the yacht, with 
a generous lounge 
and dinette that’s 

throttles forward – though not nearly enough 
to satisfy my speed-hungry companions.

From a driver’s perspective, the 5600 SY 
delivers a blend of exhilaration and ease. A 
comfortable cruise sits in the 20- to 25-knot 
range, with top speed hitting almost 32 knots. 
More than the speed, though, is the handling – 
for an experienced owner–operator, the thrill 
of responsiveness and ease of manoeuvrability 
for docking will be the icing on the cake.
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18.64 m
Overall length

5.11 m
Beam

25.66 t
Displacement (fully laden)

31.6 kn
Maximum speed

AT  A  G L A N C E

The 5600 replaces the popular 5400 Sport 
Yacht and has been designed to feel equally at 
home on Pittwater, in the Med or off Miami. It 
was unveiled in December 2025 at the Riviera 
Yacht Club at an event for owners where it 
promised power, performance and lots of finely 
integrated features in a sub-60-foot package.

From the dock, the 5600 SY has presence. 
The bow has been transformed into a usable 
leisure zone – a U-shaped lounge with pedestal 
table is complemented by twin sunpads with 
adjustable backrests, while lockers beneath 
provide storage, including for a handy awning.

Aft, the hydraulic swim platform creates a 
beach for swimming, launching water toys or 
deploying the tender from the widened garage 
that accommodates a 3.3-metre RIB with 
room to spare. Folding steps emerge from the 
starboard side as the platform lowers, providing 
safe access to the water – one of several small 
but telling details that reflect Riviera’s focus 
on how owners actually use their boats.

A beam of 5.11 metres and extra volume are 
immediately apparent. Available with a short 
or extended hardtop, the aft deck is designed 
for relaxed alfresco entertaining. During the 
launch, guests gravitated to the space, settling 
around the table, the full-width aft lounge, 
and the barbecue centre that incorporates 
twin grill plates, an extractor fan, wet bar, 
ice-maker, refrigeration and generous storage.

There’s a dedicated locker for warps and 
fenders, access to the top of the tender garage 
and an insulated ice bin beneath the aft 
lounge. Engine room access is equally well 
considered, with a door beneath the starboard 
aft stairs giving full-height walk-in access 
supplemented by a second hatch in the aft deck.

This page: Flexible 
deck areas fore and 
aft include a bow 
area with lounge, 
table and adaptable 
sunpads – plus an 
awning stored here  
for shade from the 
midday sun – and an 
aft high-low platform 
that incorporates 
bathing ladder 
steps for easy water 
access. The garage 
can take a 3.3-metre 
tender plus toys.

A sliding door and awning window open 
the galley to the aft deck, reinforcing Riviera’s 
belief that the galley is as much a social space 
as a working one. It’s equipped with Miele 
appliances, fridge-freezer drawers, a wine 
cooler and overhead glassware lockers, while 
a bar benchtop with stools invites interaction.

“This is a boater’s boat,” Milne says. “Our 
owners tell us how they use their yachts, 
and we listen. There’s constant refinement, 

whether it’s storage solutions, operational 
insights, technology or lifestyle details.”

Inside, fully opening panoramic windows 
and an electric sunroof create a light and airy 
saloon. A cinema-style entertainment system 
rises discreetly from a cabinet, while a table 
concealed within the backrest of the portside 
lounge can be deployed in minutes. At the helm, 
twin ergonomic chairs face an uncluttered dash, 
with Volvo Penta’s joystick system integrating 



low-speed manoeuvring, assisted docking 
and offshore joystick steering. Dynamic 
positioning adds another layer of confidence, 
particularly for owners operating shorthanded.

Accommodation comprises three cabins – 
a full-beam master suite amidships with 
generous ensuite, a forward VIP, and a versatile 
third twin/double cabin. The separate washer 
and dryer in the companionway is a detail 
owners consistently appreciate, particularly 
those planning extended time aboard.

“The little enhancements make a big 
difference,” says owner Peter Haig, who 
will soon take delivery of hull #4. “Fewer 
steps, ultra-wide windows, a lowered 
bed in the master cabin, larger ensuite 
and significantly increased storage – I 
can’t believe they managed to fit so much 
into just 2 extra feet over the 5400.”

Haig is a stalwart Riviera ambassador, having 
owned 11 Rivs over his 78 years. “When I first 
saw the 5600 SY, I said, ‘Crumbs! How did they 
fit all that in 56 feet?’ I couldn’t get the smile 
off my face. I’ve loved all my Rivs, but the new 
5600 Sport Yacht is something really special.”

His wife Denise is equally enthusiastic about 
the practical touches. “They’ve thought of 
everything,” she says, singling out the dedicated 
laundry, benchtop, hanging locker and hull 
window. “There’s enough bench space for us to 
put a kettle in so we can have a cuppa in bed.”

Performance is also compelling. “The 5600 is 
comparable to a sports car,” Haig enthuses. “It 
handles, turns and manoeuvres beautifully. You 
can sit on 30 knots, or slow right down as the 
mood takes you. If the weather turns nasty, you 
can get to safe anchorage quickly, and it doesn’t 
bounce around, which is great for the family.”

Nigel Waller, who upgraded from a 5400 SY,  
cites speed and sporty performance as key 
drawcards, along with being able to specify 
Humphree stabiliser fins. “There’s more 
volume, increased head height in the master, 
a larger garage, and the foredeck seating is a 
game-changer for entertaining,” he adds.

The 5600 SY raises the bar in the sub-60-
foot category. Riviera Design and Engineering 

This page: Despite 
its sub-60-foot 
size, the 5600 SY 
offers multiple social 
areas, including 
the aft galley with 

its bar/breakfast 
counter, dinette and 
lounge, and forward 
observation sofa – 
perfect for enjoying 
the view underway.

Director Dan Henderson attributes the gains 
to thousands of hours of 3D CAD modelling 
during the development process. “Compared 
to the 5400 that the 5600 effectively replaces, 
it has a finer entry, better strength-to-weight 
ratio through infusion, wider and slightly more 
parallel chines, and more beam,” he explains.

It also highlights the strength of Riviera’s 
owner ecosystem. Many buyers are repeat 

To sell 30 ahead of its 
launch, sight unseen, is 
a pleasing endorsement 
of our relationship with 
Riviera owners and their 

level of involvement 
as stakeholders 
in our brand.

Tel: +61 (0)755 028255     info@superyacht.com.au      www.superyacht.com.au

Congratulations to Riviera on the new 5600 Sports Yacht

®

Australia’s most trusted and experienced yacht painters.
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owners who understand precisely how 
they use their boats and value refinement 
over reinvention. The 5600 is about 
getting the fundamentals right, then 
executing them exceptionally well.

By early December, Riviera had sold 30  
5600 SYs off plan. “To sell 30 ahead of its 
launch, sight unseen, is a very pleasing 
endorsement of our relationship with Riviera 
owners and their level of involvement as 
stakeholders in our brand,” affirms Riviera 
Australia owner Rodney Longhurst.

For owners who want a yacht that feels as 
capable on a spirited coastal run as it does 
hosting family and friends at anchor, the 
appeal of the 5600 SY Platinum Edition is 
quietly obvious. Riviera has cracked it again.
rivieraaustralia.com.au

SPECIFICATIONS

O

Right: A finer entry, wider chines, more beam 
than the 5400 and solid build make the 5600 
SY a joy to cruise, whether at 30 knots or a 
more leisurely speed. Volvo Penta IPS drives 
and full joystick control make driving a dream.



S P E C I F I C A T I O N S

Builder Riviera

Model 5600 Sport Yacht Platinum Edition

Country of build Australia

Naval architect Riviera Design Team

Interior / exterior designer Riviera Design Team

Year of build   2025

LOA (length overall) 18.64 metres

LWL (waterline length) 16.38 metres

Beam   5.11 metres

Draft 1.54 metres

Displacement (fully laden) 25.66 tonnes

Classification CE Category B 

Hull construction GRP

Superstructure    GRP

Hull type Planing 

Hull configuration Mono

Number of decks    2

Engines 2 x Volvo Penta D11

Output 2 x 725 hp

Propellers            Volvo Penta nibral 3- and 4-blade counter-rotating 

Drive train 2 x Volvo Penta IPS950

Stabilisation systems  Humphree fins/Seakeeper 10 (optional)

Gearbox Volvo Penta IPS

Speed (max) 31.6 knots (fully loaded)

Speed (cruise) 26 knots

Range 360 nautical miles at 22 knots

Fuel capacity 3,300 litres

Freshwater capacity   800 litres

Blackwater capacity     400 litres

Generators (main) Onan MDKDR

Gen-set size 17.5 kW

Bow thruster Sleipner E210 (optional)

Winches Muir

Anchoring systems    Ultra

Navigation electronics Garmin

Tender Up to 3.3 metres

Guest berths 6 in 1 x master, 1 x VIP, 1 x guest twin/double

Express limited warranty 2 years

31.6 knots
Speed (max)

26 knots
Speed (cruise)

3,300 litres
Fuel capacity

360 nm at
22 knots
Range

25.66 
tonnes 
Displacement

P R O F I L E

A fine entry and 
broad chines deliver 
a comfortable ride; 
the extended hardtop 
provides ample shade 
for the extended 
cockpit, while sunroofs 
fore and aft add 
flexibility for fresh air.

2 
M A I N  D E C K

Aft galley opening 
to cockpit creates 
indoor–outdoor area; 
barbecue centre in 
cockpit features electric 
grill, fridge, ice-maker 
and sink. Foredeck 
area offers alternative 
sunning and dining area.

3 
L O W E R  D E C K

Volvo Penta IPS drives 
help create space for 
decent tender garage 
aft. Guest cabins 
include midships 
master, forward VIP 
and a third twin/double 
cabin. Laundry with 
washer and dryer in 
companionway.

AUSTRALIA

Riviera 5600 Sport Yacht Platinum Edition

Smaller.
Lighter.
Limitless.
eVision by Sleipner – a thruster
line built to outperform.

Discover more at sleipnergroup.com/evision
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Smaller.
Lighter.
Limitless.
eVision by Sleipner – a thruster
line built to outperform.

Discover more at sleipnergroup.com/evision


