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SUPER-SIZED WHITTLEY CARTOPPER DELIGHTS BOATING PATHWAYS
LIVEBAIT TACTICS  TRUST IN THRUST SANCTUARY COVE SHOW GUIDE

POWERING AHEAD
The Riv-olutionary 
5600 Sport Yacht

A U S T R A L I A ’ S  L E A D I N G  M A R I N E  L I F E S T Y L E  M A G A Z I N E



NATIONAL TREASURE
A new gem has joined Riviera’s treasure trove of 
Australian-built sport yachts, affording class-
leading luxury and liveability.

By Mark Rothfield
Photography: 
supplied

Big Boat Review
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Summon the smoke machine, cue the spotlight, 

fade in some silky saxophone, then send 

fireworks high into the twinkling night sky  – now 

that is how a grand new motor yacht like the 

Riviera 5600 Sport Yacht Platinum Edition should 

make an entrance at its own unveiling party.

As star of the exclusive show, belle of the 

ball, it pirouetted as effortlessly as an ice dancer 

before easing alongside the Riviera Yacht Club at 

Coomera HQ, gazed upon by soon-to-be owners 

from as far afield as the United States, Canada and 

New Zealand.

Thirty off-the-plan orders had been placed 

well and truly pre-launch, and here was their 

present, on the eve of Christmas.

In a different era, Riviera Australia owner 

Rodney Longhurst might have handed out cigars 

to herald the birth, so lavish was his praise of 

the new 5600: “New levels of space, comfort 

and liveability. New levels of engineering 

excellence, bluewater capability and fuel-efficient 

performance,” he told the throng.

The brief was simple, Rodney added: “Build 

the best mid-50ft sport yacht on the water.”

That meant drawing on 46 years of 

manufacturing heritage and 21 years of 

evolutionary refinement since the 3600 announced 

the Sport Yacht era in 2005. Of course, it also 

meant surpassing the outgoing 5400 Sport Yacht, a 

loyal and successful servant over its prior nine-year 

production run with more than 200 launchings.

SIZE IS EVERYTHING
At 16.9m, the 5600 is arguably the Goldilocks of 

Riviera’s SY Collection  – just the right size for the 

all-important three stateroom/two-bathroom 

layout; not too big to handle in a marina, nor too 

small for long-range ocean voyaging.

Yes, Riviera’s 4600SY offers a three-cab 

configuration, but the 5600 is next level by virtue 

of its size and volume. It affords an aft deck of 

11m2, a substantial foredeck and saloon, plus the 

convenience of a tender garage.

The latter is linked to a large hydraulic 

boarding/swimplatform that lowers to create a 

beach club. Folding steps deploy as it descends, 

while an electric winch and rail system make 

launching/retrieving a 3.3m RIB a one-person, 

one-finger operation. Paddleboards, Seabobs and 

dive gear also have dedicated storage.

Lifting the starboard stair moulding reveals direct 

access to the engine compartment, ideal for tradies 

bearing oils or routine morning checks by the skipper.

Long afternoons at anchor are really defined by 

the 5600’s aft entertainment area, with its three-

seat transom lounge, portside wetbar housing 

refrigerator, icemaker and twin barbecue grills, and 

a dinette table with L-shaped settee to starboard.

By adding deck chairs, this setting seats up to 

eight guests for alfresco dining, and the pedestal-

mounted table can lower to create a daybed.

Owners have a choice between a short 

hardtop with awning extension or a full-length 

fibreglass hardtop that allows for a rear sun/

privacy shade and enclosure with clears or 

breezeway, complemented by tinted-glass quarter 

panels. Coaming side doors are another option for 

direct access to raised jetties.

Sunbeds with raised backrests and a plush 

U-shape lounge with table invite you to go 

forward along wide side decks. There are 

walkways between everything, so no stepping on 

cushions or over people to move around.

ELEGANCE INSIDE
The covered aft deck and open-plan saloon 

become a single-level, highly liveable extension 

of one another, such is the integration. There’s an 

easy flow throughout and you’re totally immersed 

in the scenic surrounds via large windows and an 

electric sunroof.

The galley is placed aft and to starboard, 

which means platters can be served straight to 

the dinette through the awning window, or to an 

adjoining twin-stool breakfast bar. Stone benchtops 

with waterfall edges neatly frame the timber 

cabinetry. All the appliance boxes are ticked too, 

including a full-height fridge/freezer, wine fridge and 

drinks cabinet immediately opposite.

Next in line, portside, is an ottoman-based 

coffee table for the main settee. A formal dinner 

table resides within the seat back and can be 

quickly and cleverly folded out.

At first glance, the saloon space between 

the helm seats and breakfast bar stools appears 

underutilised, until you realise there’s a TV cabinet. 

Lower the blinds, raise the screen, and the area 

transforms into a private cinema. Farther forward 

is another lounge nook, slightly elevated for guests 

to savour the ride and converse with the captain.

In true Riv fashion, the helm station is both 

beautiful and functional, carbon-look fascias and 

stitched upholstery lending a chic, automotive-

style aesthetic. Twin multifunction Garmin 

the 5600 is arguably the Goldilocks 
of Riviera’s SY Collection

Long afternoons are defined by 
the aft entertainment area

Above: The hydraulic 
swimplatform lowers to 
create a beach club.

Below: Ample seating and 
a wetbar with barbecue 
make entertaining easy.

Top: A full-beam master 
suite is the accommodation 
deck’s headline act.

Above: The galley features 
stone benchtops, timber 
cabinetry, and all the 
appliances you need. 
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touchscreens fill the upper section while the lower 

tier houses a CZone screen, Volvo Penta screen, 

anchor counter, switches, and more.

SLEEPING EASY
A full-beam master is the accommodation deck’s 

headline act, boasting a queen-sized island bed, 

luxurious en suite with teak-seated shower, cedar-

lined lockers and a chaise longue (alternatively, a 

timber drawer set or a writing bureau).

The VIP stateroom in the bow feels more like 

a private retreat than a cabin, complete with en 

suite access to the day head. The third cabin is also 

amply proportioned, offering side-by-side doubles 

that can slide together at the press of a button.

Where many mid-50ft motor yachts simply 

tuck a combo washer/dryer in a cupboard, the 

laundry is given preferential treatment on the 

5600 by occupying the atrium companionway 

leading to the master stateroom. Bathed in light 

from a topside window, it features a separate 

washer and dryer, along with a large bench, linen 

press and generous storage.

It will be well used and appreciated, I’m sure. 

However, judging by our laundry at home, I’d be 

a concerned about the bench becoming cluttered 

with detergents and clothes; you can’t just close a 

door and hide it from view.

POWERING AHEAD
Access to the full-height engine room is through the 

stern, as mentioned, and there’s also a cockpit hatch 

aft to port with an eight-step vertical ladder. You’d 

use this when underway to remain safely inboard.

Twin Volvo Penta D11 IPS 950s (725hp apiece) 

reside beneath the garage, with ample clearance 

for servicing. In the unlikely event that they ever 

need to be lifted out, the tender garage moulding 

is removable.

The new model absolutely lives up to Riviera’s 

standards of engineering excellence, with 

everything well placed, easily identifiable, double 

clamped where required, and so on.

Maintenance-free Fusion Lithium ion phosphate 

batteries are stacked to starboard alongside 

Mastervolt chargers, switches and switch panels, 

while a Cummins Onan genset resides to port 

along with the air-con units. The 3300lt fuel tank is 

positioned laterally for optimum weight distribution.

PERFORMANCE
The 950s seem an ideal power match for the 

25.7-tonne hull, delivering exceptional fuel 

efficiency at displacement speeds  – 12.5lt/h 

at 6.3 knots (11.7km/h) as one example  – and 

sharp hole-shot acceleration. A commendable 

cruise speed of 26 knots (48km/h) is achieved at 

2300rpm for a fuel burn of 225lt/h.

Top speed is just shy of 32 knots (59.3km/h). 

That’s plenty fast enough for a bluewater cruiser 

and, handling wise, the skipper is rewarded with 

exceptional driving pleasure  – Riviera has really 

perfected a keel-to-wheel formula that works 

across a wide range of sea conditions and speeds.

At the same time, the 5600 is highly 

responsive to low-speed manoeuvring via the 

grippy P3 props (three-blade front and four-blade 

rear). There’s a joystick binnacle at the starboard-

side helm, another on the portside aft deck 

(starboard is optional), or you can specify dual aft 

deck control stations.

Owners can further tailor their 5600 with 

options including Sentinel remote monitoring, 

Praxis Composite solar charging technology, 

Volvo Penta Assisted Docking system, fin or gyro 

stabilisation, and Starlink connectivity.

THE VERDICT
Given Rodney Longhurst’s ambitious brief, we’re 

not merely talking about a new model here, more 

a 56ft statement of intent to outdo everything 

that has come before. The applause that echoed 

across the Coomera River on the launch evening 

suggests the 5600 Sport Yacht Platinum Edition is 

right on the money.

It delivers the robust offshore capabilities, 

design refinement and supreme craftsmanship that 

the Gold Coast builder is internationally renowned 

for, at a very convenient size and price (around 

$2.9m). Australian boatbuilding, take a bow.  ¿

Riviera has really perfected a 
keel-to-wheel formula

5600 SPORT YACHT PLATINUM EDITION

LOA: 18.64m

Hull length: 16.87m

Beam: 5.11m

Draft: 1.54m

Displacement (dry): 25,660kg

Fuel capacity: 3300lt

Water capacity: 800lt

Holding tank: 400lt

Power:
2 x Volvo Penta IPS 
950 diesels

Priced from: $2.9m

More information: Riviera Australia, tel: (07) 
5502 5555. Web: rivieraaustralia.com.

Above: Carbon-look fascias 
include twin Garmin 
touchscreens, plus Volvo 
Penta and CZone screens. 

Above right: The engine 
room houses twin Volvo 
Penta D11 IPS 950s. 

Below: Stretch out on the 
sunbeds or the U-shaped 
lounge.

Above: Top speed is just 
shy of 32 knots (59.3km/h) 

– plenty fast enough for a 
bluewater cruiser.
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